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wards the end of his service the apprentice was instructed in
the art of dyeing from pattern ; and he was also taught to
perform the operations at the fulling mill and to ' tenter *
cloth.
" And you instruct your apprentice in the same line ?
" Yes ; we think it a scandal when an apprentice is loose
if he is not fit for his business ; we take pride in their being
fit for their business, and we teach them all they will take " *.
Thus the old ideal, embodied in the mediaeval gilds, was not
lost sight of ; and it was still considered the function of the
apprenticeship system, as in the early days, to raise up
" honest and virtuous masters to succeed us in this worshipful
fellowship for the maintenance of the feats of merchandise " 2.
The institution of apprenticesliip also survived in
eighteenth century as a system of social training.
relates that " an eminent manufacturer in that age used
be in his warehouse before six in the morning, accompanied
by his children and apprentices. At seven they all came in
to breakfast, which consisted of one large dish of water-
pottage made of oatmeal, water and a little salt, boiled thick
and poured into a dish. At the side was a pan or basin of
milk, and the master and apprentices, each with a wooden
spoon in his hand, without loss of time, dipped into the same
dish, and thence into the milk pan ; and as soon as it was
finished they all returned to their work " 3. Yet by the
close of the century apprenticeship as a social agency was
fast decaying even in the North of England. Few masters
now received apprentices under their own roof or considered
them as members of the family 4. In the villages the working
clothiers kept their apprentices in their own houses 5, and
among the cloth-finishers it was the general practice for
apprentices to live with their masters, just as it was among
the Sheffield cutlers until beyond the middle of the nineteenth
century6; but a master dresser who employed a large
number of apprentices—some kept as many as seven or
eight, and twice the numbed was not unknown—would
1 Parliamentary Papers (1806), iii. 6f 31, 69.	* Supra, vol. i. 314.
* Aikin, A Description of the Country . . . round Manchester (1795), 183.
4 Parliamentary Papers (1806), iii. page 14 of the Report; 172 (Minutes).
8 Ibid. 17*.	* Lloyd, The Cutlery Trades, 197.

